354.   'THE FIERY ORDEAL'1
The killing of an ailing calf in the Ashram under circumstances
described below having caused a great commotion in certain circles in
Ahmedabad and some angry letters having been addressed to Gandhiji
on the subject, Gandhiji has critically examined the question in the light
of the principle of non-violence in an article in Navajivan, the substance of
which is given below*                                                                         P.
I
WHEN KILLING MAY BE AHIMSA
An attempt is being made at the Ashram to run a small model
dairy and tannery on behalf of the Goseva Sangha. Its work in
this connection brings it up, at every step, against intricate moral
dilemmas that would not arise but for the keenness to realize the
Ashram ideal of seeking Truth through the exclusive means of Ahimsa.
For instance some days- back a calf having been maimed lay
in agony in the Ashram. Whatever treatment and nursing was pos-
sible was given to it. The surgeon whose advice was sought in the
matter declared the case to be past help and past hope. The
suffering of the animal was so great that it could not even turn
its side without excruciating pain.
In these circumstances I felt that humanity2 demanded that
the agony should be ended by ending life itself. I held a prelimi-
nary discussion with the Managing Committee most of whom
agreed with my view. The matter was then placed before the
whole Ashram. At the discussion a worthy neighbour vehemently
opposed the idea of killing even to end pain and offered to nurse
the dying animal, The nursing consisted in co-operation with
some of the Ashram sisters in -warding .the flies off the animal
and trying to feed it. The ground of the friend's opposition was
that one has no right to take away life which one cannot create.
His argument seemed to me to be pointless here. It would have
point if the taking of life was actuated by self-interest. Finally in
all humility but with the clearest of convictions I got in my pre-
sence a doctor kindly to administer the calf a quietus by means
of a poison injection. The whole thing was over in less th&n two
minutes.
lfThe Gujarati original of this appeared ia Jfavajivan, 30-9-1928,
2 The Gujarati original has "ahimsa",